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Conducted by EDWARD DEWSON, Consulting Decorator andgAssociate Editor. 



iHPORTANT NOTICE 



Our readers who are either building new 
houses, or are contemplating re=decorat= 
ing their present homes, are invited to 
write us for information regarding color 
harmony and artistic schemes of fur= 
nishing. We employ trained skill to 
solve all questions of interior decoration. 

In compliance with the wishes of many of 
our correspondents to purchase house- 
furnishing goods in New York, we notify 
our readers that we have organized a 
Purchasing Department, and are pre« 
pared to purchase goods at prices quoted, 
without making any charge therefor. 
We strongly advise those who write to 
us for decorative color schemes to care= 
fully consider our advice, with the 
samples of the various materials in 
hand, which we invariably send with 



each reply, so that their minds will be 
fully made up when they ask us to pur= 
chase the goods, and know that every 
item of their order is the result of a 
definite decision It is impossible to 
exchange goods after the materials have 
been cut and shipped, and we hope, in 
all cases, that the goods as ordered, 
when sent will be accepted and paid for. 



Correspondents when writing us are par= 
ticularly requested to embody a reply 
to the following points in their letters : 

i. Write legibly and on one side of the 
paper. 

2. Send copy of architect's plan or a rough 
sketch of the plan of the house, show- 
ing size, height and arrangement of 
rooms, with the north and south as= 
pects clearly indicated. 



3. Give particulars of existing woodwork, 

mentioning the nature of the trim, floor, 
cornice, picture=moldings and mantel 
in each room ; state what must be re= 
tained, and what, if any, specified ar= 
tides of furniture are desired. 

4. State separately the maximum outlay 

permissible for wall treatments, ceiling 
decoration (if any), textile hangings, 
carpets and furniture. 

5. Send brief notes of the house, its Ioca= 

tion, age and environment, and such 
particulars of the owner's tastes and 
sentiments bearing upon the matter as 
would be discovered from a personal 
interview. 

6. Send ten two=cent stamps if samples of 

paper, carpets, draperies, etc., are de= 
sired by mail, otherwise we must Ex= 
press same at inquirer's expense. 



DECORATING THREE ROOMS IN A COTTAGE IN 
PENNSYLVANIA. 

York, Pa., Jan. 15, 1896. 
Editor Decorator and Furnisher. 

Dear Sir : I enclose plan of library, parlor, 
and bed-room for which I desire a scheme of 
decoration. As you will observe, the three 
rooms take the form of the letter L. The library 
and parlor, which join each other, faces the 
north, and the bed-room, which adjoins the par- 
lor, faces the east. The woodwork of the library 
is in red oak, and one side of the apartment is 
covered with bookcases running to within eigh- 
teen inches of ceiling. The room has its walls 
covered almost entirely with wood in the form 
of casing, window and bookcase frames and 
high wood mantel. There are seats on the 
other two sides of the room and the floor is of 
polished oak. 

The woodwork of parlor and bed-room is of 
dark-veined ash, with butternut shutters. The 
wood is very yellow. The floors are stained a 
very dark oak, the carpet being.in cream with 
shaded browns, yellow, pink and blue, the 
colors being somewhat faded. My furniture is 
nothing. I have a new mahogany writing-desk 
in old-time ch e st-of-d rawer s style, with bulged 
front, carved lid and twisted columns. I have 
also a nice English table of well-seasoned oak, 
which is more of a library- table. Would it do 
to turn the parlor into a library effect, so as to 
harmonize with the small library, and making 
them as one? 

The bed-room has the same carpet as the 
parlor, with dark (mahoganized) cherry furni- 
ture. The opening between the front and back 
room is so wide I thought it wise to have car- 
pets alike. 

I have much sage and water green in the 
house, the hall having light sage walls with a 
maroon frieze. The dining-room has water- 
green walls with dark sage frieze and border 
on ceiling, the latter having wreaths and fes- 
toons of flowers. I write you this to let you 
know that I am a great admirer of green 
but do not want too much of it. 
Yours truly, 

Mrs. M. N. Harriman. 

ANSWER. 

Your particulars and sketch plan are complete 
with exception of height of rooms. We have 
assumed them to be not over nine feet, which 



will not be far out. Since you have already 
green in your hall and dining-room, we scarcely 
advise you to have much more. Doubtless they 
are admirable in these places, but your three 
rooms under notice having decidedly cold 
aspects, a warmer scheme of decoration is 
required. 

For your library we send a rich tapestry 
paper in old blues, reds, greens, etc., on a 




luminous, gold- toned ground. This is seventy- 
five cents per roll and is eighteen inches wide, 
French width. We advise you to hang this 
lengthways, as a tapestry frieze, the effect be- 
ing a bold continuous scroll- On the wall spaces 
behind the doors put ai^ inch oak or stained 
picture-molding, to match existing woodwork. 
This will come beneath the tapestry frieze. 
The wall space behind doors and beneath pic- 
ture-molding should be covered with the deep 
olive ingrain paper. Two rolls of frieze, sixteen 
yards, will probably suffice for the frieze, and 
the amount for walls 
will be very trifling 
at thirty cents per 
roll. For window 
curtains use plain 
olive green velour 
at $i. 25 per yard. 
Sample sent. This 
will harmonize with 
the frieze and oak 
very charmingly. 
For the floor a rich 
Turkish rug would 
be admirable. You 
have so much oak 
that the richest har- 
mony of Oriental 
reds, blues, etc. will 



be quite safe, and for the frieze the older it 
looks the better. 

Your sitting-room, being at northeast corner, 
must be warm in color, but yet harmonize with 
the library. We send an English chrysanthe- 
mum wall paper printed upon an embossed 
leatherette ground, and with the design in semi- 
natural tapestry tones. While it will give life 
and brightness to the sitting-room, it is entirely 
in color sympathy with your library. You will 
use no frieze, simply stained molding of the 
dark-veined ash tones, two or three inches 
deep, and put close to the ceiling. This paper 
is seventy-five cents per roll and is twenty-one 
inches wide, so that ten rolls cover the space of 
eleven of ordinary domestic width. This paper 
has been used in similar rooms in old New Eng- 
land houses, and besides its artistic value it 
will wear splendidly. We suggest your using 
the same deep olive or sage green velour for 
window curtains as advised for library. For 
portieres to the seven -feet arch we have used 
in a similar case a pair of best quality plain 
chenille, of deep, rich red. Chenille has been, 
unfortunately, a much -hackneyed and abused 
material ; the goods we allude to, however, are 
worth about $10 per pair. They have a rich 
plush finish, do not drag out, and are not pene- 
trated by the light. This color will serve 
splendidly for both library and sitting-room, 
and when you consider they require no lining 
nor fringe, simply turning down the tops to 
form a valance and pinning on the rings, 
. nothing could be more economical and few 
things more artistic in this case. 

The pieces of furniture you enumerate are 
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good. Keep on the side of simple but elegant 
form, avoiding meaningless and cheap-looking 
carving — we mean "carving" that has been 
glued on. Your carpets should harmonize with 
your colorings ; the fading of "yellows, pinks 
and blues " in it we would consider an advan- 
tage from the artistic standpoint. 

The bed-room, still with cold aspect, must 
have warm tones. We send you a new im- 
ported "background" paper in yellow and 
cream at twenty-four cents. This design gives 
an elegant but reposeful wall. Do not use any 




Electric Light Bracket. By P. A. Schwarzenbach. 

frieze, but a dark cherry molding against ceil- 
ing. For the windows you may use either deep 
old gold or the olive tones recommended for the 
adjoining rooms. These three rooms being 
en suite, you might with propriety use the 
same velour for all the outer window curtains 
— with the sitting-room an inner hanging of 
cream lace or Swiss (a matter of outlay) would 
give it more elegance and finish. We send 
sample of Swiss net, fifty -four inches wide, at 
sixty cents a yard. The same would be in 
•keeping for bed-room, with the addition of a 
sash-curtain relieved with yellow silk. You 
would thus have the windows on the east look- 
ing symmetrical from the outside also. We 
would not advise any lace for library, simply 
the velour curtains and shades. 



DECORATING A HOUSE AT AMESBURY, flASS. 



Amesbury, Mass., Nov. 18, 1895. 
Editors Decorator and Furnisher. 

Gentlemen: — I am about to furnish a home 
and wish some information as to colors and 
materials, and enclose copy of the first floor 
plan for your guidance. My idea is to have 
the furnishings as odd as possible, yet comfort- 
able and homelike, and I wish to know in what 
ways I may accomplish this. The house is two 
and one-half stories, covered with shingles in 
the Queen Anne style. Would it be proper and 
in good taste to paint the woodwork, including 
mantel in dining-room, in an old blue, as I am 
rather partial to that color ? If you do not ap- 
prove of old blue, what other color would be 
most desirable, and what kind and color of 
paper shall 1 use on the walls ? What color of 
tiles shall I use in the fireplace ? Would bam- 
boo portieres look well between dining-room 
and parlor? Would you approve of a straw 
matting for the border of floor with Turkish 
rug ? The parlor and sitting-room I wish painted 
in cream-white enamel. There is Moorish fret- 
work between these rooms, and I wish the 
carpet for both alike, as well as the paper. My 
taste is that the old blue should predominate. 
Would a perfectly plain carpet with Turkish 
rugs look well ? There is no hardwood border 
on the floor, as I do not like them. 

Would a tapestry painting look well with a 
border of old blue plush on wall where a star is 
marked in parlor on plan ? Please also state 
what kind of drapery and over-drapery curtains 
should be used on parlor and sitting-room win- 



dows, and what style and color of portieres 
should be used between sitting-room and hall 
and parlor and hall. 

What style of furniture would you recom- 
mend for both parlor and sitting-room that 
would be odd and not too expensive ? 

How shall I group paintings in the parlor 
over the piano? Ought they all to have gilt 
frames or would it do to mix them ? 

As early a reply as possible would be more 
than acceptable, as my house is ready for many 
of these suggestions. 

Very truly yours, 

Mrs. E. R. Hemsworth. 

ANSWER. 

We take pleasure in sending you samples of 
wall-paper, draperies, and Swiss net as referred 
to in the undermentioned scheme of decora- 
tion. 

VESTIBULES AND HALLWAYS. 

The floors and trim being in oak, we send 
you for halls and vestibule a paper in a soft old 
rose color; these being rather dark rooms, deli- 
cate and warm colors are allowable. Price of 
paper, fifty cents a roll. 

Ceilings : A tint of delicate self color, with 
such decoration as you may desire, in a little 
stronger self tones and silver. We would sug- 
gest that you avoid too much elaboration in the 
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ceiling decoration — a few simple stencil orna- 
ments, if in harmonious treatment, would be 
sufficient. 

Draperies: For the draperies of hall stair- 
case windows we send you a rose pink striped 
velour. As there is only this one place to use 
these draperies, it would be advisable to use 
the same material for portieres in the hall on 
doors leading into sitting-room and parlor, 
backing them with the material of which we 
send you sample for those rooms. The mate- 
rial is fifty inches wide, and costs $2.25 per 
yard. You can, if you desire, use a pair of lace 
curtains in this window in connection with over- 
draperies, as the whole effect of the hall will be 
dainty and delicate. 

SITTING-ROOM. 

Woodwork : Cream-white woodwork, touched 
with gold, Moorish fretwork between parlor 
and sitting-room, painted and finished same as 
woodwork. 

Wall-paper : We send you samples of wall- 
paper and friezes in a deep old rose, favoring 
mahogany color. This paper has a soft Em- 
pire pattern in buff, tipped with a very little 
warm olive and gold. Price of paper, thirty- 
five cents per roll; frieze, $1 per roll. 

Ceiling : A soft buff, the same as will be 
suggested in parlor, as these two rooms run 
together and are carpeted alike. Over this 
color decorate daintily an Empire pattern in 
olives, gold and dull reds to favor the paper. 



Draperies : For over-draperies we send you 
a sample of striped velour in a deeper tone of 
old rose, fifty inches wide and $2.25 per yard; 
also a line of net samples from which to select 
the window draperies for both this room and 
the parlor. For the door leading to hallway, we 
send you a sample of warm olive serge. This, 
if you wish, you can embroider with a border 
or band in the prevailing soft tones of the room, 
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Electric Light Standard. Style Empire. 
By P. A. Schwarzenbach. 

or you may leave it plain, as you may elect. 
We suggest olive, being a perfect harmony with 
the other colors of the room, and, as it favors 
the same color in the paper, it will give a good 
keynote to your decoration and will be perfectly 
harmonious as well. Price, sixty cents per yard, 
fifty inches wide. 



